59th Legislature HB0069.03

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

W N N N N N D N NN NDMDN P P PP PP, PR
o © 00 N oo o »dM N PP O O 00N o o~ wN +» O

HOUSE BILL NO. 69
INTRODUCED BY BARRETT

ABILL FOR AN ACTENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THE FINDINGS AND PURPOSE FOR FUNDING THE
WATER RIGHT CLAIMS EXAMINATION PROCESS; PROWBING BENEHMARKSAND-ACHONINCEUDING

REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION AND THE WATER

COURTTOREPORT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCILAND THE APPLICABLE LEGISLATIVE
APPROPRIATION SUBCOMMITTEES; AMENBING—SECHON—15-38-2062—MEA: AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Findings -- purpose. (1) Montana's water is critical to economic

development and economic stability of its citizens. Therefore, it is urgent that Montana's water rights be
adjudicated and quantified in a timely and accurate manner.

(2) The department must be accountable to the water users of Montana and is responsible for
completing claims examination in a timely and accurate manner.

(3) The completion of Montana's water adjudication is vital to the future of our state. Water users who
filed their water right claims, pursuant to law, have the right to have their water rights quantified and made part
of a decree. As water use and demands for water increase, it is imperative that water users have the option of

enforcing their decree as a tool to help manage water in their area.

53(4) With adequate funding, it is realistic and feasible for the department to complete claims

examination by June 30, 2015.
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17 Bate Fotatntmberof-claims-examined
18 Dbeecember31,2006 8,606
19 Peeember31,2008 19,6660
20 December312616 31,066
21 Pecember312612 44-006
22 Juhe-36,2015 57,066
23
24 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Water adjudication state special revenue account -- limitations on
25 appropriations from account. (1) There is a water adjudication state special revenue account within the state
26  special revenue fund established in 17-2-102.
27
28
29 3)(2) Interestand income earnings on the water adjudication account must be deposited in the account.
30 #4)(3) Appropriations may be made from the water adjudication account for the sole purpose of funding
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the department's portion of the water adjudication program.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Reporting requirements. The department and the water court shall:

(1) provide reports to the environmental quality council at each meeting during the legislative interim
on the progress of the adjudication;

(2) include a status report on the adjudication in their presentation to the applicable appropriation
subcommittees during each legislative session; and

(3) provide a budget that outlines how each of the entities will be funded in the next biennium, including

general fund money and state special revenue funds.
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NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through # 3] are intended to be

codified as an integral part of Title 85, chapter 2, part 2, and the provisions of Title 85, chapter 2, part 2, apply

to [sections 1 through 4 3].
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COORDINATION SECTION. SECTION 5. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. |F HOUSE BILL NO. 22 IS PASSED

AND APPROVED, [THIS ACT] IS VOID.

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Termination. [This act] terminates June 30, 2015.
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